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Views expressed by contributors are not
necessarily those of the Helmet editors
or committee.

 Adver�sements are accepted on the 
understanding that goods and services are 
as described. Every effort is made to ensure 
that informa�on is correct and reliable. 
Helmet magazine accepts no responsibility 
nor gives any guarantee in case of any 
dispute or claim as to quality, condi�on or 
delivery of product or service.  We advise 
that you check prices when ordering.    

HELMET  needs your ar�cles and adverts by the 1st of the month 
preceding  publica�on.

Send to alvestonmag@gmail.com  
Or post to ‘Alveston Magazine’, 
1 Beech Close, Alveston, BS35 3NH. 

Payment by cheque or bank 
transfer must be received in 
advance.

Alveston Magazine Dates 2026

We plan to deliver on or soon a�er the 
LAST Tuesdays prior to the months of news.  
The deadline is the 1st of the previous 
month.
Edi�on           Deadline       Delivery 

June/Juy/ Aug  May 1st         May 26th
Sept/Oct         Aug 1st          Aug 25th
Nov/Dec/Jan   Oct 1st           Oct 27th
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Nota Bene

ADVERTISING RATES

    PER YEAR  (5 issues)  

Full page        £243.75
Half page       £143.75
Quarter pg      £82.25
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THE MESSAGE OF EASTER: A LIVING HOPE

“I am the resurrec�on and the life. The one who believes in me will live” (John 
11:25–26)

Good News in Today’s World

Our press has recently been full of news about charisma�c leaders like Farage, 
Polanski, and Trump, who, with their charm, charisma, promise, and vision, 
promise to reshape our world. It is easy to forget that Jesus was an immense 
Charisma�c leader whose message of resurrec�on reshaped our world forever 
and can s�ll do so today.

Jesus: The Charisma�c Leader

In John’s Gospel Jesus is portrayed as the Charisma�c leader whose “I am” 
messages brought life and hope to all people. Jesus’ last “I am” message, “I am 
the resurrec�on and the life,” was spoken to a woman named Martha a�er her 
brother died. Martha misreads Jesus' words as referring to the hope of new life 
for her brother in heaven. Jesus corrects her misunderstanding and restores her 
brother to new life. Jesus shows her that the word "resurrec�on" speaks more 
to the Chris�an hope of bringing life to the community around them than to the 
promise of eternal life.

The True Message of Chris�anity

It is so easy to think that the message of Chris�anity is just about what happens 
to us when we die. The New Testament doesn’t end with Jesus' death on the 
Cross. The New Testament’s message is how Jesus' Resurrec�on changed the 
world, bringing faith, hope, love, and life to all people. To believe in the 
resurrec�on is to believe that the local church can become a beacon of light and 
love to all, to those who believe and those who do not. It is about crea�ng a 
living church where people embrace the values and ac�ons of Jesus, sharing 
compassion, generosity, love, and understanding to all. It is characterised by 
individuals who dedicate their �me to volunteering, making meaningful 
contribu�ons to the community they live in through acts of loving service.

A Vision for the Church

This is my vision as Vicar of St. Helens’ Alveston. Rev David Moss
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St Helen’s Church contacts              
www.sthelensalvs.co.uk                         
Rev David Moss 01454 415190

Licensed Lay Ministers-                  
Tracey Black (And for children’s 
ac�vi�es) 01454 417660                           
Tracey.lynne.black@hotmail.co.uk                        
Judith Heybyrne 01454 616725

Church Warden -                                      
Gail Lowe 07949 920851                                               

Alveston Methodist Church contacts

Rev Dr Simon Edwards 01454 418176

Stewards -                                           
Peter Jones   01454 412912                          
Pam Jones     01454 412912                     
Doreen Stears 01454 850453 (Contact 
steward) 

Hall Hire - Peter Jones 01454 412912            
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Independent Financial
Advice for you
and your family

Smi�on Wealth Solu�ons Ltd is an Appointed Representa�ve of Vision Independent Financial  Planning Ltd,
which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA). Firm reference number 487395.

The FCA does not regulate Inheritance Tax Planning.

Contact usto arrange a free
no-obligation consultation.
Call on 01452 699559
or 07510 503687
or visit our website:
www.smittonwealthsolutions.com

Investment Advice – Protection
Retirement Planning – Inheritance Tax Planning

Breakfast Club
Holy Communion
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It’s good  
to talk…

Visit www.memorialwoodlands.com or call 01454 414999 

Maria, Bristol

It was hard but I’m so glad we had 
that conversation. 
Together we planned a proper send 
off for mum, a whole morning to 
celebrate her life with the music 
and poetry she loved. In a peaceful 
natural setting where our family and 
friends had plenty of time and space 
to share stories and memories.

The only funeral director in the UK creating a 100 acre nature 
reserve complete with its own chapel and reception rooms. Just  
15 minutes drive from Cribbs Causeway. 

A whole morning or afternoon costs about the same as a brief 
service at a crematorium. Burial or ashes interment. Complete 
burial service from £1,795.

Memory 
Lane

Chris, Bristol

It’s hard losing someone. The pain doesn’t 
really ever go away.
But the setting here is so lovely and green, 
calm and peaceful, it helps.
We can’t bring them back but when we’re 
among those trees they feel less far away.
And knowing that we’re helping create 

 a woodland for future generations…
 that’s solace.

Visit www.memorialwoodlands.com    or call 01454 414999

The only funeral director in the UK crea�ng a 100 acre nature 
reserve complete with its own chapel and reception rooms.  Just 
15 minutes drive from Cribbs Causeway.

A whole morning or afternoon costs   about the same as a brief 
service  at a crematorium. Burial or ashes  interment. Complete 
burial service from £1,795.
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2nd  6.30pm Maundy Thursday Agape Fish and Chip Supper
3rd 9am  Messy Church Good Friday Workshop
 10.30  Sta�ons of the Cross
4th 7.00pm Easter Fire

 9am  NO MESSY CHURCH AS SCHOOL HOLIDAYS

9am  Alpha Course with Breakfast 

9am  Café Church with Breakfast

 9am  Breakfast following 8am communion service

 9am  MESSY CHURCH with Breakfast

9am  Alpha Course with Breakfast 

9am  Café Church with Breakfast 

St Helen’s Church News
Coffee Cake and Chat – Tuesdays 10.30 to 12.30 weekly
Charity Coffee Cake and Chat – First Tuesday of the month suppor�ng nominated 
chari�es:
Tuesday 7th April  - Street Life 
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Tuesday 5th  May  -  Chris�an Aid - 

revsrural@gmail.com
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PS Mobile
Podiatry Services

Providing Friendly, Professional and Safe
Treatments with over 20 years' experience

For more info contact;
Mrs Pooja Sharma BSc (Hons) MChs

HCPC Registered Podiatrist
Call now – 07870 962270

Dealing with a range of
foot conditions
including:
• General Footcare
• Ingrowing Nails
• Diabetic Foot Checks
• Corns/Callouses
• Painful Feet
and many more…. (all in
the comfort of your own
home!)

Roofing
Birdguards on Solar Panels

General Maintenance
Leadwork

Chimney Repairs
Flat Roofing

Fascia, Soffits & 
Guttering

External Painting
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OCTOPUS DRAMA GROUP BOX OFFICE 
OPENING

The box office for Octopus Drama Group's 
forthcoming original murder mystery 
comedy will open at Rosie & Rex gift shop at 
the top of Thornbury High Street on 
Saturday 2nd May. 

 Performances on Wednesday 10th to Saturday 13th June 
will take place at Christ the King Church Hall in Castle 
Street.  Get ready... set... for an evening of fast-paced, 
playful intrigue - packed with physical comedy, visual gags 
and sparkling dialogue. 
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ALMONDSBURY
01454 616 116

FEEL AT HOME WITH
EXCEPTIONAL CARE 

In-house physiotherapy team
Continuous decor upgrades
Automated care plans
24/7 on-site nursing support
Adapted wheelchair car
Idyllic gardens & grounds
Amazing activities plan



NEWS FROM the ALVESTON Women’s Institute (WI)  
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In January we heard from wildlife and pet portrait ar�st Beth Pinnock who first 
picked up pencils in lockdown and became hooked into the magic of drawing, 
which helped to calm her. Learning techniques from online tutorials and 
workshops, she then developed her own techniques and style and created 
“Peace, Pencils & Portraits” which offers Retreats with mindful drawing, coloured 
pencil workshops and pet portrait commissions.

Coloured pencils are versa�le and easy to use anywhere, with hard and so� 
textures, and are less messy than paints. Beth studies animals’ unique character 
and captures their soul onto paper. She shared some wonderful images of birds 
and dogs, her favourite animals to draw, a fascina�ng insight into what can be 
done just with coloured pencils.

Carolyn Morton, re�red Forensic Science Lecturer at University of the West of 
England, was a welcome return speaker to our WI in February with a fascina�ng 
talk about Fires and Explosions! 
We learnt some incredible and valuable facts, with a few surprises along the way. 
Here are just a few:-
� Fire is a chemical reac�on, burning gas, with no ma�er being consumed, but 
it is converted into carbon monoxide and water.
� Fires take hold incredibly quickly. Within 0-30 Seconds a small  flame can turn 
into a major uncontrollable fire, so don’t wait to gather items, get out fast.
� Disturbingly, around 80% of children aged 2 to 13 do not wake   
up to the sound of smoke alarms, boys being the most difficult to wake.
� Photography in fire inves�ga�on is very important as it captures perishable 
evidence, documen�ng burn pa�erns and illustra�ng structural damage to 
determine the fire's origin and cause. 
�
� We drive with explosives in our cars - airbags contain a small controlled 
pyrotechnic explosive device (inflator)!
� A carbon monoxide (CO) detector is a crucial safety device that sounds an 
alarm when it senses the poisonous, odourless, colourless gas produced by 
fuel-burning appliances such as a boiler, so do make sure you have one in your 
home. Also essen�al with wood burning stoves. 
Once again, Carolyn provided us with a mine of informa�on presented in an 
interes�ng and amusing way which made for a most enjoyable talk. A few 
ques�ons followed and then Liz gave the vote of thanks. 
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Presenter 
Academy Day 
par�cipants 
ge�ng to grips 
with 
technology to 
create radio 
links



Collectors' Book Fair Saturday 25th April, Easter Compton 10am to 12 noon
This annual Book Fair, at Easter Compton Village Hall, will be celebra�ng
its 20th anniversary when it takes place again on Saturday 25th April. Now
one of only three na�onal events run by the Observer's Books Collectors'
Society, it features thousands of vintage collectable books for sale. As
well as Observer's books, others include Ladybirds, Beatrix Po�er, Wayside & 
Woodland and many different book series on subjects like natural history, 
transport and militaria. All book enthusiasts are welcome and admission is free. 
Advice and valua�on on books can be gained from the expert stallholders who 
come from all over the country to a�end. Refreshments available.         
Telephone 07989 494159 for further details. 15

 St Helen’s 4@4 concert series 
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CARE Staff
WANTED 

A career as a care worker is unique. 
Genuine interest in those you support can

transform their lives and yours.

0117 992 7012
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We will have a  short break for  free tea, coffee, and biscuits. This will give us 
an opportunity to chat with member, visitors  and  the ar�st. Don’t miss this 
fantas�c chance to learn, socialise, and enjoy an evening of art, whether you’re 
just star�ng out or looking to refine your skills. If you’re interested in joining 
the Club, our membership secretary, Pat, will be on the door to give you more 
informa�on or else contact us below.

For more information contact:- www.thornburyartclub.co.uk
www.facebook.com/ThornburyArtClub or email publicrela�ons.tac@gmail.

com 
 Venue: - SMCH – St Mary’s Church Hall, Eastbury Rd, Thornbury, BS35 1DR    

Free parking on-site.  For regular club events see the no�ces on page 20

Tuesday 28th April 2026 Club Night
In this live demonstra�on professional ar�st Oriane 

Pierrepoint will create a charcoal 
portrait from a photographic reference, 
focusing on the core principles behind a strong likeness. 
She will discuss tonal blocking, measuring and propor�on, 
and mark making in charcoal, showing how a portrait 
develops from broad value masses into a more refined 
form. The demonstra�on offers insight into both technique 
and decision-making throughout the drawing process.

Create a beau�ful landscape pain�ng in acrylics 
An All Day Workshop with Mark Warner



All Ages : Thursdays 7:15 - 8:45pm
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Facebook: room.for.a.groom
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The following groups and organisa�ons meet regularly

THORNBURY ART CLUB - Tues 3rd and every Tues. Thornbury Art Club,   Tuesday 
Pain�ng Studio Group, SMCH, 1.30-4.30 pm.  Tel. 01454 414433
Thurs 5th  and every Thurs. Thornbury Art Club, Thursday Pain�ng Studio Group, 
SMCH, 1.30-4.30pm. Tel. 07776271010
 (SMCH – St Mary’s Church Hall, Eastbury Rd, Thornbury, BS35 1DR) 

 Please like and follow us  on 
Facebook                                                                

www.alvestoncommunityevents.
co.uk

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION

- Meets for Coffee and Chat on 
the 2nd Wednesday of the month 
10 am at the Swan Pub in 
Thornbury.  Monthly mee�ng is 
on the last Sunday of the month 
12.30 pm at the Wheatsheaf Pub 
in Thornbury.
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SOME EVENTS HAPPENING IN APRIL

SOME EVENTS HAPPENING IN MAY

 Alveston Local History 
Society

WED 22ND APRIL - 
THE BERKELEY DIG

WED 27TH MAY - 
SUMMER MUSIC -
BRIGSTOWE VILLAGE BAND 

7:30 IN THE ALVESTON 
METHODIST CHURCH 
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BUZY  BEEZ
A hive of activity

Do you like to create nice things - 
anything which keeps those buzy 

fingers buzzing?
Come and join us for an hour or two

With your cra� to show and tell,
We believe that sharing is caring
And a cuppa works just as well

Please Note The Alveston Magazine (Helmet) team is having to say 
goodbye to Tony and Frances Houghton as they are moving to pastures new 
to be near their family in Herefordshire. We are grateful for all that they 
have done to help keep us running. Tony has been the contact for the diary 
for many years. 
Do continue to pass on annual programmes and details of future events 
(deadline 1st of the month preceding publication) but now to 
Alvestonmag@gmail.com
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Shan�es at The Ship with 
The Port of Bristol Shanty 
Singers.

AAGThornbury@gmail.com

THORNBURY AND DISTRICT LEAGUE OF FRIENDS (TADLOF)
Wednesday, 6th May



Alison



COMPANION
AND

DRIVING SERVICE

Now taking bookings in your area!
• For people of all ages unable to drive but

wish to remain independent
• Supported trips to the doctor, hospital,

shops, bank, hairdresser, vet, etc.
• Social outings, holidays, help at home

and much, much more
• DBS checked and First-Aid trained
• Dementia friendly
• Wheelchair Accessible Vehicle
• Fully Licensed

To book your Daisy
07951 079 558 / 0333 014 6211

northbristol@drivingmissdaisy.co.uk
www.drivingmissdaisy.co.uk

24



25

The Severn Vale Art Trail, which celebrates its 20th anniversary this year, is set to 
be the biggest and best one ever, with more than 80 ar�sts and makers across more 
than 35 venues. Taking place over the Mayday bank holiday weekend (Thursday 30th 
April to Monday 4th May), the trail has come a long way since its beginnings in 2006. 
Back then, Barbara Ray was Ar�s�c Director of the Thornbury Arts Fes�val. “The 
Fes�val usually just chose one or possibly two ar�sts or makers to have an exhibi�on in 
the Council Chamber of the Town Hall over the period of the Fes�val,” says Barbara. “I 
wanted to make a much more inclusive visual side of the Fes�val and the Open Studios 
movement was just picking up at that �me.” 
The first year had just 20 par�cipants, with some high profile ar�sts including painters 
Jane Lampard and Chris�ne Russell and sculptor John Higgins. They ranged from 
Olveston in the south to Coaley in the north, all displayed in their own homes/studios. 
Today, as well as ar�sts and makers opening up their own homes and studios, many 
also showcase their work in shared venues, such as village halls and churches.
“When we started, the trail was supported by South Gloucestershire Council (SGC) and 
Arts Council England South West,” says Barbara. “SGC employed a Consultant Deborah 
Harrison who had set up several other Open Studios before. She looked around the 
county and concluded that because Thornbury has a long-standing Fes�val with a 
viable Commi�ee etc, that they would support the Open Studios on our side of the 
county and not elsewhere.” 
And so the trail steadily grew. From 20 ar�sts in 2006, to 31 in 2007, 40 in 2009 and 
eventually to more than 80 today. The trail has also broadened its appeal, with 
ceramicists, woodturners and even upholsterers joining the line up. “I am immensely 
proud of what the Severn Vale Art Trail has achieved,” says Barbara. “We don’t receive 
any external funding now and the trail is run en�rely by volunteers, who simply believe 
passionately that local ar�sts need a pla�orm on which to showcase their work.” 
From Sharpness in the north to Tockington in the south; Wickwar in the east and 
Oldbury in the west, there is something for everyone on this year’s trail. 
This is your chance to support local ar�sts and purchase unique pain�ngs, photography, 
ceramics, tex�les, jewellery, upholstery, woodturning and much more. Or simply have 
an inspiring day out - as well as buying beau�ful pieces, you will also have the 
opportunity to watch many of the ar�sts 
and makers at work. 

Many of the venues have refreshments or 
are located close to local coffee shops, 
and include some interes�ng churches, 
working studios and community buildings. 
For details of all the ar�sts and venues 
(including accessibility, direc�on and 
opening hours) and to view the trail map, 
please visit www.severnvalear�rail.org or 
pick up one of the printed trail guides 
from local shops and cafes. 
Follow the Severn Vale Art Trail on 
Instagram and Facebook 
(@severnvalear�rail) for all the latest 
updates. 



All types of aerial and satellite work undertaken including: 

• - Reception problems               - Additional room feeds 
• - TV wall mounting                    - Setting up and tuning                   

- CCTV                                        - WI-FI access points   
• - Free Quotations

MD Aerials

Call Michael Dagger

Over 34 years experience

T:01454 418 341                  M:07817 304 236

mikemdaerials@gmail.com                  www.mdaerials.co.uk

EAR WAX REMOVAL
•	 Using latest micro suction techniques
•	 Treatments carried out by 

EXPERIENCED PRACTITIONERS
•	 Very competitive prices

  hayley@hjtherapies.co.uk 
  07846 452 000 / 01454 314 460 

  www.hjtherapies.co.uk

Clinic based in Brimsham Park, Yate
Parking available directly outside the clinic
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Don’t forget to tell 
our advertisers that 
you saw their advert 

in our Alveston 
Magazine and that 
we are now online

mailto:mikemdaerials@gmail.com
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Alveston Magazine dates 2026 

The deadline for contribu�ons is the 1st of the previous month.  We are 
planning  5 rather than the previous 10 edi�ons per year.

Edi�on Deadline  Collec�on/Delivery

June/July/Aug  MAY  1   MAY  26

Sept/Oct AUG  1   AUG  25

Nov/Dec/Jan   OCT   1   OCT  27

  We can still take more adverts, see inside                   
  front cover for details

All Magazine Distributors and Contributors - please note:-

'EASTWOOD GARDENERS' CLUBS 
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Preschool Sessions for 2-4 Year Olds 
Monday - Friday 09:00-15:30 
AM & PM Sessions Available 

Funded & Non Funded Sessions 

Offers a Safe Learning environment to help children explore and
learn through play. 

Every day offers a fun and exciting learning journey with our
qualified and caring team of staff.

We offer outdoor learning and sports sessions on selected days. 

Alveston 
www.StHelensPreschool.co.uk

 email : Info@Sthelenspreschool.co.uk 

St Helens Preschool Little Stars 

Alveston
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Care that's 
closer to 
you

Emergency 
Care

Visiting CareLive-in Care

End of Life 
Support

Overnight 
Care 

Post-operative
Rehabilitation

Rated 9.7/10 by homecare.co.uk

Visiting Care and Live-in Care for just the level of support you 

need to live independently in your own home

Our visiting carers are from the areas they serve, so 

with Village Care you will always feel at home

enquiries@village-care.co.ukwww.village-care.co.uk

We can start care  
within 24 hours

Service tailored to you
 No minimum period

Call us on 01454 803 747 to book a FREE home assessment

Rated 9.7/10 by homecare.co.uk
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THE SOUND OF SILENCE
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FAIR COP ALFIE TO HELP RE-OPEN 
THORNBURY’S  COSSHAM HALL

Top comedian Alfie Moore will launch this 
year’s Thornbury Arts Fes�val and help 
celebrate the re-opening of The Armstrong 
performance and community venue.

The policeman turned stand-up comic will appear in the renovated 
Cossham Hall, within The Armstrong, on Friday, April 10, making a 
welcome return to the fes�val a�er his sell-out show in 2023. Alfie has a 
big following due to his hit BBC Radio 4 series It’s a Fair Cop and �ckets 
for his show are expected to be in high demand.

The 2026 arts fes�val has been brought forward by five months so it can 
be among the first events in the previously named Armstrong Hall 
complex, which closed in 2020 but is being revived thanks to a major 
campaign.

Volunteers behind the fes�val only wrapped up their 2025 event last 
October but, keen to return to their tradi�onal “home”, swi�ly devised a 
programme of four evening shows, a guided town walk and a science 
spectacular for families.

The schedule includes Cardiff Cotswold Opera, which aims to open the 
world of opera to new and less tradi�onal audiences. It will bring the 
concert Murder at the Opera - an audience favourite of popular opera, 
musical theatre and fun - to town on Saturday, April 11.

Mark Thompson’s Spectacular Science Show on the a�ernoon of Friday, 
April 17, is designed for both children and adults. It won the Best Kids’ 
Show accolade at the Edinburgh Fringe and aims to show that science is 
not boring.

Later that day, audiences can experience Na�onal Theatre Live, where a 
play performed on stage in front of a theatre audience is filmed and 
subsequently screened at venues globally. In the first of what is hoped to 
be a regular The Armstrong event, The Audience, starring Helen Mirren, 
will be shown.

Bringing evening performances to a close on Saturday, April 18, will be 
The Churchfi�ers folk band and their high energy show. As well as 
“normal” instruments, they also play others created from such items as 
saucepans, saws and scrap metal.

The final event will be a guided walk led by local historian Meg Wise on 
the morning of Sunday, April 19, to feature places associated with the 
life of benefactor Handel Cossham.

Visit www.thornburyartsfes�val.org.uk for full details of events and 
�cket informa�on from March 2.
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Notes from the Severn Vale Village 
Agent 

Christian Aid Week 2026 Money raised will help Chris�an Aid and its 
partners to support communi�es to find 
prac�cal and sustainable ways out of poverty.  
This year’s appeal is focusing on work in Nairobi, 
Kenya, where intense poverty means families 
have a daily struggle to feed their children.

With secure jobs hard to find, and most people 
earning less than a dollar a day, to cover school 
costs, rent and water, providing food for every 
meal is a relentless problem.   But with tools, 
seeds and specialist training from Chris�an Aid’s 
partner, Beacon of Hope, families are learning 

how to make the most of a small space in the city to grow a steady supply of 
fresh vegetables to cook or sell.                                                                                                               
To find out more about projects like this, visit caid.org.uk                                                         
To get involved with Chris�an Aid Week, visit caweek.org  

Fridah tends her small city plot, tucked 
away at the end of an alley by her 
home in Dagore�. Credit: David 
Macharia/Chris�an Aid
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ALVESTON LOCAL HISTORY MEETING FEBRUARY 2026
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ALVESTON GARDEN ASSOCIATION - AGA - REPORTS
The last AGA mee�ng of 2025 featured our chairman, George Hargreaves, talking about 
our visit to memorable gardens in the Sco�sh Borders.  Beginning with the exci�ng RHS 
Bridgewater site near Manchester where the party admired the as�lbes and 
veronicastrum in the pink/purple colour range. There were some examples of cloud 
pruning of conifers. Pink and red hydrangeas, bright orange heleniums, blue perovskias 
and plumbago offered different colour pale�es. Moving north into Scotland the AGA 
group visited Kailzie Garden near Peebles where there were tall Irish yews and 
herbaceous borders of Campanula lac�folia, salvias, and cactus dahlias, plus beds of 
roses, begonias and geraniums. 
The next stop was Dawyk Botanical Gardens, which featured shu�lecock ferns and 
spo�ed orchids and lots of lichen (an indicator that there was li�le pollu�on). Foxgloves 
grew alongside Martagon lilies. The trees included Chinese cork oaks and Chilean pines. 

Mellerstain Gardens, owned by the Earl of 
Haddington, was visited next and had impressive 
herbaceous gardens seen here. <<<

Arriving in Edinburgh next some AGA members visited 
the Royal Yacht Britannia whilst others went to the 
Botanical gardens. The traveller, George Forrest, sent 
over 25,000 packets of seeds back to Edingburgh 
Botanic Gardens from his different expedi�ons!

The next garden visited was Floors Castle with its red/orange/ pink borders, and finally 
there were smaller Na�onal Trust Gardens at Priorwood and Harmony House. All were 
resplendent in their summer flower displays and foliage.

The first mee�ng of January 2026 featured a young speaker, Josh Egan Wyre from 
Pershore Hor�cultural college, talking about his role in educa�ng 275 students on 
appren�ceships or full �me courses as well as students on short courses.
From the college plant nursery he had brought along a range of winter flowering shrubs 
such as the red cornus Baton Rouge and the white willows such as Salix Alba, as well as 
the willow Vitallina Britzensis with its red/orange stems. He recommended hollies with 
purple/green stems and irregular gold markings such as Golden Milkboy and an ilex 
crossgilliana with purple leaves. Viburnum 
Fragmen�ssimum was favoured because of its pink 
�nged white flowers and wonderful scent .

The cotoneaster Pershore had red/pink berries. Carokia 
Webbs Wonder was also praised because of its unusual 
frosted chocolate flowers. On Arbelia grandifolia 
some�mes the reddish sepals remained un�l the winter 
and were used by florists. Brachyoglo�s with yellow 
flowers and silver leaves was ideal for damp soils.  The honey bush, Melianthus major, 
smelt of peanut bu�er but would only be found in conservatories. (We must have been 
smelling the wrong plant because peanut bu�er was not recognizable to us!) The tall 
fronds of phormium with their purple flowers added colour to the garden through their 
variegated foliage. The purple/pink sedums were good for colour too, par�cularly Purple 
Emperor. Josh also recommended miscanthus for moving silver stalks in winter and the 
clema�s Freckles or Cirrhosa for more subtle winter colours. 
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There was a good a�endance at the February mee�ng.  An extended visit to 8 gardens of 
Hampshire and Dorset is being arranged in May.  Topical �ps included sowing chillies, 
peppers, onions and sweet peas and pruning deciduous hedges and late-flowering 
clema�s.  We then welcomed plantswoman Julie Richie to talk about the “Perennial” Year  
– which perennial plants she likes to grow at her nursery in Tewkesbury, which cul�vars 
she finds best and �ps for cul�va�on.
Julie began with a reed grass - Calamagros�s.  It grows tall feathery plumes in summer 
which hold on through the autumn and winter to provide long-las�ng structural interest. 
February/March - Cyclamen coum is a very low-growing pink or white flowered plant 
which provides colourful ground cover in winter, par�cularly under trees and shrubs. 
 Iris unguicularis also provides interest. Try “Mary Barnard”.  The old leaves should be 
removed in March.  Yellow Epimedium versicolor sulphurea is another good ground cover 
plant for dry shade.  Julie also men�oned the dry flower stalks of Phlomis russiliana and 
the a�rac�ve 2 tone green leaves of Arum italicum. 
For spring into early summer we find hellebores in full growth, par�cularly the pink and 
yellow Eric Smithii, whilst the brunnera (perennial forget-me-not) Jack Frost was thriving 
in the shade and arabis Arc�c Joy (white) was very floriferous. Blue Ensign pulmonaria, 
which likes moist light shade, fades from pink to blue and contrasts well with the erysium 
Apricot Twist. Perennial wallflowers, which like well-drained soil, start flowering about 
April and will repeat flower but need summer pruning. They can die suddenly but take 
readily from cu�ngs, so propagate some when pruning.
Alliums make a good spring show of tall colourful globular flowerheads but the foliage 
dies as the flowers open.  Presumably this can be cut down?  They like well-drained soil.  
Try “Globemaster” or “Purple Sensa�on”.  Geraniums “Ann Folkard”, “Elke” and “Orion” 
are well worth growing, as are geums “Hill Top Beacon” and “Totally Tangerine”.
In May pinky red astran�as Hadspen Blood and Elaine’s Pink came out, as did the sea 
holly (Eryngium) - one for moist soil. Red and yellow euphorbia Griffithii were impressive. 
By June tangerine geums were in bloom, plus pinks and 3-foot-tall orange trifoliata. 
Echinacea are good for bees and bu�erflies. They thrive is full sun in a well-drained soil.  
Agapanthus need plenty of water to ini�ate the forma�on of flower buds for the 
following year - Midnight Star” is a par�cularly vibrant blue. Crocosmia “Paul's Best 
Yellow” goes well with it.
July - Colourful plants include yellow phlomis florets. 
Penstemons come in a wide range of colours such as 
those of Victoria plum and garnet and are easy to 
grow. Veronica (right)  flowers  through July and 
August and is good for pollinators. 
In September rudbekia Goldstern and the 
eupatorium Purple Emperor were flowering. Sedum 
Matrona and sedum Karl had very healthy growth 
too.
Michaelmas Daisies provide an excellent autumn display.  There are many cul�vars and 
colours including Alma Potschke and Helen Picton.  They like good drainage.  Old Court 
Nursery at Colwall, near Malvern specialises in growing them and is open to the public.
 Finally Julie recommended hardy chrysanthemums with the deep pink “Bre�orton Road” 
and orange flowers of “Golden Greenheart” as two of her favourites.
Finally, nerine Bowdenii and Dixter orange chrysanthemum were in full bloom along with 
cyclamen Hederafolium and iris Foe�dissima. 
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Monday* 10am-5pm
Tuesday OPEN ACCESS

Wednesday 10am-5pm
Thursday 10am-5pm

Friday 10am-5pm
Saturday 9.30-12.30
Sunday OPEN ACCESS

Lego ClubLego Club

Joining the library 

is free and easy! 

Come along and 

sign up today!

LIBRARY OPENING TIMES

“Have You Read?” Friday 10th April 2pm Talk about books andhave a cuppa!
Fridays 9.30-10

Mondays 9.30-10

Saturdays  9.30-10.30
Suitable for all children

4-11

Suitable for all children
0-5

Children’s EventsChildren’s Events

RhymetimeRhymetime

Rhymes & 
Stories

Rhymes & 
Stories

CONTACT US:

Email: thornbury.library@southglos.gov.uk 
Phone: 01454 868006

Want to access the library 7 days a week?Find out more here: southglos.gov.uk/openaccess

 *Except Bank Holidays  

FREE EVENTS AT THORNBURY LIBRARY IN

APRIL

FREE EVENTS AT THORNBURY LIBRARY IN
APRIL

Need help with IT?Book a session with ourIT volunteer on Thursdaymornings

Suitable for all children
0-5

DROP IN CRAFTS

Wednesday 8th April

10.30-12pm

TREASURE

HUNTERS’

TREASURE
HUNTERS’

Half Term Fun!Half Term Fun!
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LOCAL HALLS FOR HIRE

ALVESTON YOUTH CENTRE - Amy 
Clayton 07875 385864 
Alvestonyouthcentre@gmail.com

JUBILEE HALL - Alice Keehn 
jubileehallbookings@gmail.com

ST HELEN’S CHURCH - Elaine Lee 
01454 419322

ALVESTON METHODIST CHURCH - 
Peter Jones 412912

Don’t forget to use those businesses 
which advertise herein and tell them   
that this is where you saw them.


