
THE FUTURE OF ALVESTON MAGAZINE
This December/January edi�on of our magazine will NOT be the last 
one we are going to be able to produce in print. There is a new  team 
member who will liaise with adver�sers. 
The plan for deliveries  is for distributors to please collect their copies 
from St Helen’s Church coffee morning on the last Tuesday of the 
month - if they are able to, (10:30-12:30).  (See page 37 for the 
proposal as to which months because we propose cu�ng down the 
number of edi�ons over the next year). I will also be pu�ng the 
magazine online.                                                       Diane Barnard, editor

Quality Christmas Trees: our biggest fundraiser!!!
On Saturday 6th December at St Helen’s School
From 08:00 until 15:30. Please support us!

ALVESTON 
MAGAZINE        

De� 2025/J�� 2026       
N� �57

Newsle�er for Alveston Parish, produced 
by the Churches since 1970

SaSaturday 6th Dec 10am-1pm



ADVERTISING RATES

  SIZE            PER ISSUE      PER YEAR   
   at 10% off 

Full page        £48.75      £438.75

Half page        £28.75             £254.25

Quarter pg     £16.45             £148.00

Views expressed by contributors are notnecessarily those of the Helmet editors
or commi�ee.

 Adver�sements are accepted on the 
understanding that goods and services are 
as described. Every effort is made to ensure 
that informa�on is correct and reliable. 
Helmet magazine accepts no responsibility 
nor gives any guarantee in case of any 
dispute or claim as to quality, condi�on or 
delivery of product or service.  We advise 
that you check prices when ordering.    

HELMET  needs your ar�cles and adverts by the 1st of the month 
preceding  publica�on.

Send to alvestonmag@gmail.com  
Or post to ‘Helmet Magazine’, 
1 Beech Close, Alveston, BS35 3NH. 

Payment by cheque or 
bank transfer must be 
received in advance.

Helmet dates 2025-26

We plan to deliver on or soon a�er 
the LAST Tuesdays prior to the 
months of news.  The deadline is 
the 1st of the previous month.
Edi�on          Deadline      Delivery 

Feb/March   Jan 1st          Jan 27th
April/May     March 1st    Mar 31st
June/Juy/ Aug May 1st     May 26th
Sept/Oct       Aug 1st         Aug 25th
Nov/Dec/Jan  Oct 1st       Oct 27th
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This year the Church of England has chosen JOY as its Christmas theme. 
Joy can mean feeling very happy, someone who brings happiness, or a sense of 
success.

Joy is a moment of great happiness.
One of the happiest moments in life is the birth of a child. While the pure joy of 
welcoming new life can fade as the responsibili�es of parenthood begin, studies 
show that this joy o�en returns for parents and caregivers. Acts of kindness and 
compassion, especially when they are genuine and hear�elt, can fill us with joy. I 
s�ll feel joy from a recent visit to the nursing home. The elderly man beside me 
called out, 'Help, help!' When I held his hand, he smiled right away.

Joy can also be someone who brings happiness to others.
Meaningful rela�onships bring us great joy. People who find a life partner o�en 
talk about the deep happiness that comes from a suppor�ve and loving 
rela�onship. Of course, even close partnerships can have disagreements and 
challenges. But joy is more than just happiness. It is the contentment that comes 
from knowing you have loved and been loved. This kind of joy endures, even a�er 
someone has passed away.

Joy... as the feeling of success.
Nothing brings me more joy than comple�ng a task well, especially when it helps 
others. I some�mes think I have one of the best jobs in the world. When the bride 
and groom thank me for their special wedding day, when young parents thank me 
for a joyful christening, or when a widow thanks me for a memorable funeral—
these are moments filled with joy when I know I have helped others and done a 
good job.

"Joy to the world’ is the good news that the Angels brought to the shepherds in 
the fields at the moment of Jesus’ birth. 
This was also the joy that Jesus' parents felt when he was born. The name Jesus 
means Saviour, given in the hope and joy that Jesus would change the world for 
good through kindness and love, even to the point of giving his life. While 
Christmas is a �me to celebrate his birth and the love he brings, it also invites us 
to look forward to the promise of resurrec�on and the ul�mate renewal of all 
things. This hope of a kingdom where joy persists beyond the now deepens our 
celebra�on, transforming our seasonal warmth into an an�cipa�on of everlas�ng 
joy.

PS. Thank you to everyone who donated to this year’s Christmas Boxes, which 
were delivered to poor and vulnerable children across the world.

Rev. David Moss MA, Vicar of North Severnside, St. Helen’s Vicarage, Alveston
BRISTOL BS35 3QT



Independent Financial
Advice for you
and your family

Smi�on Wealth Solu�ons Ltd is an Appointed Representa�ve of Vision Independent Financial  Planning Ltd,
which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA). Firm reference number 487395.

The FCA does not regulate Inheritance Tax Planning.

Contact usto arrange a free
no-obligation consultation.
Call on 01452 699559
or 07510 503687
or visit our website:
www.smittonwealthsolutions.com

Investment Advice – Protection
Retirement Planning – Inheritance Tax Planning

Breakfast Club
Holy Communion
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If you think that Christmas started earlier than ever in the shops this year, you 
are correct, and this has been true for decades. To give just one recent 
example, in 2020 mince pies first appeared in supermarkets on 28th September, 
but this year they were on the shelves in Morrisons on 17th August!

It was bizarre going around Garden Centres early in September this year, with 
pumpkins piled high and as many skeletons as staff, while bears and reindeers 
sang Christmas Carols amid vast displays of lights, decora�ons, and all sorts of 
things you never thought you needed on 25th December. The children had only 
just gone back to school!

Businesses make a significant propor�on of their annual profits at Christmas, 
so it’s understandable why they do their best to get ahead of their compe�tors. 
But why are most of us happy to buy at least some things so early - even if we 
tell ourselves that it’s wrong?

There is a deep desire in all of us for peace, hope and joy, and Christmas is the 
catalyst for many to try and a�ain them - if only for a short �me on one day of 
the year. This is driven by a longing to escape the harsh reali�es of feeding the 
family, paying bills that only get bigger, keeping a job, loneliness and fears for 
the future. Against a backdrop of accelera�ng change and complexity, climate 
catastrophes, uncertainty, and warfare, we wish for peace, hope and joy that 
will last a life�me, not just a day.

Methodist Church Worship – December & January
 10.30  7th December  Church Anniversary - Team Ministry
10.30 14th December TBA  
10.30 21st December  Carol Service – Pete Jones
10.30 25th December Christmas Day Service – Pete Jones
10.30 28th December  TBA

10.30  4th January   TBA
10.30 11th January  TBA
10.30 18th January  TBA
10.30 25th January  TBA

Methodist Church News and Events
The Spirit of Christmas
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It’s good  
to talk…

Visit www.memorialwoodlands.com or call 01454 414999 

Maria, Bristol

It was hard but I’m so glad we had 
that conversation. 
Together we planned a proper send 
off for mum, a whole morning to 
celebrate her life with the music 
and poetry she loved. In a peaceful 
natural setting where our family and 
friends had plenty of time and space 
to share stories and memories.

The only funeral director in the UK creating a 100 acre nature 
reserve complete with its own chapel and reception rooms. Just  
15 minutes drive from Cribbs Causeway. 

A whole morning or afternoon costs about the same as a brief 
service at a crematorium. Burial or ashes interment. Complete 
burial service from £1,795.

Memory 
Lane

Chris, Bristol

It’s hard losing someone. The pain doesn’t 
really ever go away.
But the setting here is so lovely and green, 
calm and peaceful, it helps.
We can’t bring them back but when we’re 
among those trees they feel less far away.
And knowing that we’re helping create 

 a woodland for future generations…
 that’s solace.

Visit www.memorialwoodlands.com    or call 01454 414999

The only funeral director in the UK crea�ng a 100 acre nature 
reserve complete with its own chapel and reception rooms.  Just 
15 minutes drive from Cribbs Causeway.

A whole morning or afternoon costs   about the same as a brief 
service  at a crematorium. Burial or ashes  interment. Complete 
burial service from £1,795.
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Methodist Church News and Events con�nued

St Helen’s Church contacts              
www.sthelensalvs.co.uk                         
Rev David Moss 01454 415190

Licensed Lay Ministers-                  
Tracey Black (And for children’s 
ac�vi�es) 01454 417660                           
Tracey.lynne.black@hotmail.co.uk                        
Judith Heybyrne 01454 616725

Church Warden -                                      
Gail Lowe 07949 920851                                               

Alveston Methodist Church contacts

Rev Dr Simon Edwards 01454 418176

Stewards -                                           
Peter Jones   01454 412912                          
Pam Jones     01454 412912                     
Doreen Stears 01454 850453 
(Contact steward) 

Hall Hire - Peter Jones 01454 412912            
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St Helen’s Church Services  December 2025 
3rd December 12 noon Advent Course followed by Soup lunch
7th December 8am  Holy Communion
   10.30am   All Age Service with Communion
   4pm  Advent Carols
14th December 8am    Holy Communion
   9am   Messy Church 
   10.30am All Age Service 
21st December 8am   Holy Communion 
   10.30am All Age Service with Communion
   4pm  Village Lessons and Carols Service
28th December 10.30am   All Age Service 

Services January 2026
4th January   8am  Holy Communion
   10.30am   Epiphany Carols  
7th January  12 noon Holy Communion with Soup Lunch 
11th January  8am  Holy Communion
   9am  Messy Church  

10.30am   All Age Service 
18th January  8am  Holy Communion
   10.30am   All Age Service with Communion 
25th January  8am  Holy Communion

9am  Café Church 
10.30am   All Age Service 

St Helen’s News
Work in Progress  - a�er successfully comple�ng the organ 
refurbishment and the new hea�ng system we have not taken a rest at 
St Helen’s.   We are now undertaking two new projects, the installa�on 
of a new kitchen space and work on the bell tower.  Over the coming 
months we will be organising fund raising ini�a�ves so please look at our 
website and no�ces placed around the village and come along and 
support us while having some fun yourselves.
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INVITATION FROM US TO YOU
 COME AND LET’S CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS TOGETHER 

7th December  4pm Advent Carols and readings
 21st December  4pm   Village Carol Service 
   (followed by mince pies and mulled wine)
24th December  4pm  Family Crib Service 
                                       (dress up and help us tell the Christmas story)
24th December  11.15pm  Holy Communion
25th December  10.30am  Family Christmas Celebra�on 
4th January  10.30am Epiphany Carols 

ADVENT REFLECTIONS On Wednesdays 3rd, 10th & 17th December 
at 12noon there will be a short communion service followed by a 
soup lunch, during which Advent themes from this year’s Advent 
book O Come, O Come Emmanuel, will be discussed.  It is a 
beau�fully illustrated, full-colour book that provides daily 
medita�ons, scripture readings, artwork, and prayers, making it a 
valuable tool for personal or family devo�on during the Advent and Christmas 
seasons.  The book features contribu�ons from several leading clergy, including 
David Hoyle, who was the Dean of Bristol Cathedral and is now the Dean of 
Westminster Abbey.  

Something new for all the Family - Every Sunday 
at 9am at St. Helen’s - Star�ng January 2026 

Alpha Course Breakfast - Every 3rd Sunday
Star�ng 9 am 18th January
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PS Mobile
Podiatry Services

Providing Friendly, Professional and Safe
Treatments with over 20 years' experience

For more info contact;
Mrs Pooja Sharma BSc (Hons) MChs

HCPC Registered Podiatrist
Call now – 07870 962270

Dealing with a range of
foot conditions
including:
• General Footcare
• Ingrowing Nails
• Diabetic Foot Checks
• Corns/Callouses
• Painful Feet
and many more…. (all in
the comfort of your own
home!)

Roofing
Birdguards on Solar Panels

General Maintenance
Leadwork

Chimney Repairs
Flat Roofing

Fascia, Soffits & 
Guttering

External Painting



St Helen’s Church News contd:-
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Samaritan’s Purse Shoe Boxes – A big thank you to all 
those who brought their shoe boxes and dona�ons into 
St Helen’s for onward transporta�on. The boxes are 
now on the next stage of their journey.

Charity Coffee Mornings
We are delighted to report that at our Charity Coffee mornings during 
2025 have con�nued to be well supported and we have raised monies for 
a wide selec�on of chari�es, thank you.  These will con�nue in 2026 on 
the first Tuesday of each month and regular Coffee Cake and Chat 
sessions on other Tuesdays between 10.30am and 12.30pm.

Church Ac�vi�es 
Kni�ng Group – 2nd Wednesday of each month 2pm- 4pm.  For further 
informa�on then please contact Judith Heybyrne 01454 616725

Art Group – Friday 10-12noon.  For further informa�on contact Anne 
Harrison 01454 885532.

Finally, we would like to wish you all a Very Happy Christmas               
and our Best Wishes for 2026

Alveston Fringe  ART 5 & 6th December  10 am — 4 pm 
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ALMONDSBURY
01454 616 116

FEEL AT HOME WITH
EXCEPTIONAL CARE 

In-house physiotherapy team
Continuous decor upgrades
Automated care plans
24/7 on-site nursing support
Adapted wheelchair car
Idyllic gardens & grounds
Amazing activities plan

You could 
advertise here 
- or have a 
larger space



NEWS FROM the ALVESTON Women’s Institute (WI)  
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The WI Mee�ng in October was a talk from Steve Slade                                                
on his Flying Adventures
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MAKE A DIFFERENCE THIS NEW YEAR

With the long dark nights stretching out in front of you, why not 
consider volunteering in your local community? Not only will you 
improve your health and happiness but by giving just an hour a week of 
your �me you can make a huge difference to those that you help. 

There are many reasons why people volunteer. For some, volunteering 
can be a route to employment, or a chance to try something new which 
may lead to a career change. For others, volunteering is a chance to 
meet new people, make new friends, make a difference to the lives of 
others and give you a purpose.

Thornbury Volunteer Centre can provide you with informa�on and 
support on volunteering opportuni�es in the local area which best suit 
your needs, skills and �me available, whilst making sure that you find 
volunteering an enjoyable and worthwhile experience.
We are contacted regularly by groups and organisa�ons that are 
seeking to recruit volunteers from all walks of life, levels of exper�se 
(from none to highly skilled) and �me available. 
Age, gender or disability are not barriers to volunteering. Anyone, who 
is able to spare some �me, from an hour a week to once a month or just 
on a one-off basis, would be warmly welcomed by someone in the 
community.

Volunteering is a valuable experience that benefits all par�es. 

To find out more please contact Thornbury Volunteer Centre on 01454 
413392; 
email: mail@volunteer-thornbury.co.uk;
website: www.volunteer-thornbury.co.uk; 
twi�er: @thornburyvc  
Facebook: thornburyvolunteers. 



Thornbury OrchestraThornbury Orchestra presents

Adults £10, children free.
Available online at 
www.thornburyorchestra.org.uk or on the door

Saturday 17th January 2026
3pm

Marlwood School, Alveston

Conductor:    Chris Hill
Leader:         Janet Lewis TH

ORNBURY

O
RCHEST

RA

      Thornbury Orchestra presents

Henry VHenry V  
                          Walton   EspanaEspana 

                             Chabrier 

Symphony Symphony 
                     in D minor in D minor

                        Franck

              Henry VHenry V  
                 Walton

Symphony Symphony 
                     in D minor in D minor

                                Franck

            EspanaEspana  
                 Chabrier

Proceeds in aid of

15
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CARE Staff
WANTED 

A career as a care worker is unique. 
Genuine interest in those you support can

transform their lives and yours.

0117 992 7012
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All Ages : Thursdays 7:15 - 8:45pm
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Facebook: room.for.a.groom
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Please continue to pass on your 
annual programmes and details of 
future events (deadline 1st of the 
month) to Tony Houghton, 2 Beanhill 
Crescent, BS35 3JG. They can be 
accepted by email to 
Diaryhelmet@btinternet.com

The following groups and organisa�ons meet regularly

 Please like and follow us  on 
Facebook                                                                

www.alvestoncommunityevents.
co.uk

FUN QUIZ

 At the Mason’s Arms

  Every Tuesday night

  Starts at 7.00pm

           Cash Prizes

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION

- Meets for Coffee and Chat on 
the 2nd Wednesday of the month 
10 am at the Swan Pub in 
Thornbury.  Monthly mee�ng is 
on the last Sunday of the month 
12.30 pm at the Wheatsheaf Pub 
in Thornbury.
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SOME EVENTS HAPPENING IN DECEMBER

SOME EVENTS HAPPENING IN JANUARY
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BUZY  BEEZ
A hive of activity

Do you like to create nice things - 
anything which keeps those buzy 

fingers buzzing?
Come and join us for an hour or two

With your cra� to show and tell,
We believe that sharing is caring
And a cuppa works just as well
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4@4 concert 
4pm Sunday 25th January 2026 in St Helen’s Church.
The 4@4 concert series (Fourth Sunday at 4 o’clock) continues 
with a programme of Baroque music featuring the new hybrid 
organ.  Paul Bailey will be performing Handel’s Cuckoo and 
Nightingale concerto with members of the Thornbury Chamber 
Players and guests.  In addition to Handel there will be music by 
Bach (Sinfonia from Cantata 42) and Boyce (Symphony 1). The 
concert will be followed by refreshments.                                                                                           
Entry is free with a retiring collection in aid of church charities.

Made a Mark Alveston Elf Trail 
will run from Dec 1st 2025 - 4th Jan 
2026. There will be 10 Elves to find 
around the village, each with a letter. 
Find them all and solve the anagram 
to be in with the chance of winning a 
prize. 

Maps on sale from Dec 1st from The 
Square Bakehouse or Alveston 

Parade Convenience Shop - £1 per 
map. Each completed map will be 

entered into a prize draw! 

ACTION AT THE ARMSTRONG





COMPANION
AND

DRIVING SERVICE

Now taking bookings in your area!
• For people of all ages unable to drive but

wish to remain independent
• Supported trips to the doctor, hospital,

shops, bank, hairdresser, vet, etc.
• Social outings, holidays, help at home

and much, much more
• DBS checked and First-Aid trained
• Dementia friendly
• Wheelchair Accessible Vehicle
• Fully Licensed

To book your Daisy
07951 079 558 / 0333 014 6211

northbristol@drivingmissdaisy.co.uk
www.drivingmissdaisy.co.uk
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Woodland Makery providing 
nature ac�vi�es

Thornbury Radio providing the 
opportunity to become a radio presenter



All types of aerial and satellite work undertaken including: 

• - Reception problems               - Additional room feeds 
• - TV wall mounting                    - Setting up and tuning                   

- CCTV                                        - WI-FI access points   
• - Free Quotations

MD Aerials

Call Michael Dagger

Over 34 years experience

T:01454 418 341                  M:07817 304 236

mikemdaerials@gmail.com                  www.mdaerials.co.uk

EAR WAX REMOVAL
•	 Using latest micro suction techniques
•	 Treatments carried out by 

EXPERIENCED PRACTITIONERS
•	 Very competitive prices

  hayley@hjtherapies.co.uk 
  07846 452 000 / 01454 314 460 

  www.hjtherapies.co.uk

Clinic based in Brimsham Park, Yate
Parking available directly outside the clinic

26
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Alveston Gardens Associa�on Mee�ng 6th October 2025
The Xmas Lunch arrangements were uppermost on the agenda at this month's 
mee�ng.  Topical �ps were to sow broad beans, cut back asparagus, protect citrus 
fruit trees, turn compost heaps, and make shelters for hedgehogs. We then 
welcomed Vanessa Berridge from the Gloucestershire branch of the Na�onal 
Open Gardens Scheme to tell us about the how the organisa�on developed and 
some of the gardens we can visit.

In 1926 the honourable Elsie Wagg, who was on the commi�ee for the Queen's 
Nursing Ins�tute, suggested that to raise more funds those members who had 
a�rac�ve gardens should open them to the public and charge a shilling per 
person.  She and several others did, and raised £8000.  The King was impressed, 
and in 1927 agreed to open Sandringham's garden in support of the charity. More 
open gardens followed.  In 1939 money was raised for the War Effort.

In 1948 the NHS took over running the District Nurses and the NGS began funding 
other nursing chari�es.  In 1980 the Queen mother became the Royal Patron.  In 
1984 the first dona�on was made to MacMillan Nurses and in 1996 five new 
nursing and medical chari�es were added to the list of those supported. Some 
chari�es receive long-term support, some are supported to accomplish a specific 
project and others are just supported for a year.  Dr Richard Claxton, the new 
chief execu�ve, has a strong interest in hor�culture as therapy and has been 
par�cularly involved with the development of Hora�o's Garden which works with 
spinal injury pa�ents.

A few facts and figures for 2025 about gardens involved in the scheme in 
Gloucestershire:  86 opened to the public, 75 provided teas, 60 had credit card 
readers, 48 were accessible to wheelchairs, 42 sold plants, and 32 accepted dogs 
(as well as assistance dogs).  In 2024 the NGS raised £35 million overall, 80% of 
which was actually distributed to the chari�es.

The NGS has a website, and every year publishes a “yellow book” for each county. 
This lists which gardens will be open when and what facili�es will be provided.   
If the garden you want to see is not open at a suitable �me it may be possible to 
nego�ate a private viewing for a group.  It's always worth asking.  Some gardens 
only open at a certain �me of year because that is when they are really worth 
seeing.  Vanessa then talked a li�le about some of Gloucestershire's gardens 
which take part in the scheme and showed some photos, par�cularly of the 
smaller less well-known ones, just to whet our appe�tes for next year.  Start with 
the snowdrops ------ and go through to the Michaelmas daisies. 
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Preschool Sessions for 2-4 Year Olds 
Monday - Friday 09:00-15:30 
AM & PM Sessions Available 

Funded & Non Funded Sessions 

Offers a Safe Learning environment to help children explore and
learn through play. 

Every day offers a fun and exciting learning journey with our
qualified and caring team of staff.

We offer outdoor learning and sports sessions on selected days. 

Alveston 
www.StHelensPreschool.co.uk

 email : Info@Sthelenspreschool.co.uk 

St Helens Preschool Little Stars 

Alveston
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Alveston Local History Society October 2025

This month's subject was, in some ways, very “local”.  Sir Handel Cossham was 
born in Thornbury High St in 1824.  His father was a builder and carpenter, and 
presumably lover of the music of George Handel.  The young Handel went to 
work as a clerk in Yate colliery and seems to have really made his mark because 
at 24 he was able to marry Elizabeth Wethered, the daughter of a colliery owner.  
Soon a�erwards Handel and his father-in-law opened up more collieries and 
Handel developed a reputa�on for being a very considerate employer, providing 
decent housing and medical care for his staff.

He was a member of Bristol City Council in the 1860s, and in 1885 became MP 
for Bristol East. He died a�er a sudden short illness in 1890, s�ll concerned that 
there were no signifcant medical facili�es for the poor of East Bristol - his will 
directed that the money he le� was to be used to build a hospital as his las�ng 
legacy.  His idea was that the income from his investments would fund the 
running of the hospital.

The Cossham Memorial Hospital was duly built in the early 1900s and opened in 
1907.  It was a “voluntary” hospital, paid for partly by Handel's legacy and partly 
by “subscribers” who would each pay an annual sum towards its upkeep.  It was 
managed by an unpaid commitee with “honorary” consultant surgeons and 
physicians.  Unfortunately,  there were not enough subscribers and the 
consulants received substan�al “gi�s” at the end of the first year which �pped 
the hospital's finances into the red from the start.  The hospital had to close 
when a pa�ent who was admi�ed with an uniden�fied fever was found to have 
smallpox.  Quite a few pa�ents caught it and some died.  Clearly there were a 
significant number not innoculated.

The hospital reopened in 1910 and from then on theore�cally each pa�ent was 
supposed to pay £1/1/0d per week for treatment.  This was more than most 
“ordinary” people could manage so the finacial problems con�nued.  The people 
of east Bristol valued their local hospital very highly and did a great deal of fund 
raising.  The police proved to be par�cularly good at pu�ng on events.  Perhaps 
they had li�le crime to inves�gate!

The types of pa�ents changed over the 1920s and 30s as motor vehicles became 
more common, and as WW2 broke out young male motor cyclists were a 
significant propor�on of the intake.  It remained open throughout WW2.

1948 saw the start of the Na�onal Health Service and the hospital has undergone 
many changes, par�cularly since the 1960s.  The main original building is 
basically intact, but now only func�ons as an outpa�ent unit with dialysis, X-Ray, 
scanning and physiotherapy services.  Handel would probably be disappointed 
that its usage is so limited.  Even the midwife-led birth unit closed in 2023 for 
lack of trained midwives.  What is next for Cossham Hospital?  At the moment 
even the future of the NHS seems uncertain, but Cossham seems to be a 
survivor, so who knows?
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Care that's 
closer to 
you

Emergency 
Care

Visiting CareLive-in Care

End of Life 
Support

Overnight 
Care 

Post-operative
Rehabilitation

Rated 9.7/10 by homecare.co.uk

Visiting Care and Live-in Care for just the level of support you 

need to live independently in your own home

Our visiting carers are from the areas they serve, so 

with Village Care you will always feel at home

enquiries@village-care.co.ukwww.village-care.co.uk

We can start care  
within 24 hours

Service tailored to you
 No minimum period

Call us on 01454 803 747 to book a FREE home assessment

Rated 9.7/10 by homecare.co.uk
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www.thornburyrotary.org.uk

www.justgiving.com/campaign/thornburyswim26

http://www.thornburyrotary.org.uk/
http://www.justgiving.com/campaign/thornburyswim26
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December 
Tues 2nd Dec only. Tuesday Painting Studio Group, 
SMCH,  1.30-4.30 pm. Tel. 01454 414433
Thurs until 18th Dec.  Thursday Painting Studio Group, SMCH, 1.30-
4.30pm. Tel.07776271010
January 
Tues 6th and every Tues. Tuesday Painting Studio Group, SMCH, 1.30-
4.30 pm. Tel. 01454 414433 
Thurs 8th and every Thurs. Thursday Painting Studio Group, SMCH, 
1.30-4.30pm. Tel. 07776271010
Venue: SMCH – St Mary’s Church Hall, Eastbury Rd, Thornbury, BS35 
1DR)
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Thornbury Art Club – New members always welcome
We are a diverse group, brought together through the love of art and crea�vity.  
We enjoy mee�ng up to share ideas and techniques.  Many find this a refreshing 
alterna�ve to on-line learning. Our membership and ac�vi�es are thriving. If you 
get a buzz from being arty and crea�ve, then maybe we’re the Club for you?
Annual membership is just £46, which includes:

•Monthly evening Club Nights when a variety of professional ar�sts will visit 
to demonstrate their art skills and style. During the tea break we can 
catch up with each other, chat to the ar�st about  materials and tech-
niques plus items for sale.

•Our monthly Saturday morning  Outdoor Sketchers Group is very popular.  
We meet and sketch at different venues then socialise over tea and coffee 
in a local cafe.  We try to car share where possible.

•Saturday Workshops  with a professional tutors (addi�onal fee).

•Members can display their work in Club Exhibi�ons and our Art In the Com-
munity programme.

We hold weekly Studio Groups on Tuesday and Thursday a�ernoons.  Here you 
can enjoy your pain�ng and cra�ing with others, learning and sharing skills and 
�ps. This is an addi�onal £79 p.a.- but includes refreshments. Both groups are cur-
rently full but we hold a wai�ng list.  Non-Members are welcome to visit during 
studio hours to see what we are up to and to ask about memberships in person. 

:-
www.thornburyartclub.co.uk,  
www.facebook.com/ThornburyArtClub          
email publicrela�ons.tac@gmail.com

http://www.thornburyartclub.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/ThornburyArtClub
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What impact did the presence of hundreds of troops 
and the military aspects of the war have on the lives of 
the civilians? The exhibi�on features personal 
accounts remembering the armed forces, the fall of 
Dunkirk, aircra� crashes, the arrival of the ‘Yanks’, the 
build-up and effects of D-Day, and much more.
In our upstairs exhibi�on room, a related exhibi�on,          
“My Dear Mum”, concerns the Harwich evacuees who 
stayed in Thornbury during the war. Their stories are 
told using personal le�ers, oral histories, photographs 
and other sources such as school logbooks. This 
should be of great interest to local schoolchildren 
learning about child evacua�on.
We also now have another, smaller display in our Coins Room which looks at 
Educa�on in Thornbury. 

The Museum is in Chapel Street and is open on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays 
1-4pm and on Saturdays 10am-4pm. Entry is FREE. 
www.thornburymuseum.org.uk

The magnificent Thornbury Quilt, which is 
part of the Museum’s collec�on, is now on 
permanent display in an upstairs room at 
Thornbury Town Hall and can be viewed 
every Wednesday during the Town Hall’s 
opening hours. 
This unique coverlet was created locally in 
1900 to help fundraise for a new vicarage. Some of its 236 squares 
represent local people and tradesmen. Their stories, and the story of how 
the quilt was rediscovered in 2013, are told in an accompanying audio-
visual display, created by the museum.
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OCTOPUS DRAMA GROUP ‘CINDERELLA’

The deadline is the 1st of the 
previous month.  We are planning to 
keep going but with fewer edi�ons

Edi�on Deadline Collec�on/ 
   Delivery

 2026 

Feb/Mar    JAN  1 JAN  27

Apr/May    MARCH  1 MAR  31

June/July/Aug 

        MAY  1 MAY  26

Sept/Oct AUG  1 AUG  25

Nov/Dec/Jan

OCT   1 OCT  27



01454 436001 or 07774 908410
www.bonnefreshclean.co.uk

44 Townsend Lane, Almondsbury, Bristol, BS32 4EQ

01454 852 718
07980 417 559

Thornbury based taxi
1 – 7 people any short or long

journeys

We also have:
11 passenger minibus

16 passenger mini coach

All airports covered
Any times pre-booked

Relaxand enjoy beautifully clean and fresh carpetsand upholstery

01454 436001 or 07774 908410
www.bonnefreshclean.co.uk

44 Townsend Lane, Almondsbury, Bristol, BS32 4EQ

Professional carpet, upholstery
and leather cleaning carried out
with care by an all-female team

For a free no obligation quotation call Karen on

Clean
Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning Specialists

R

MEMBER 2851
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December 2025 in Thornbury Library 

Stories Around The Tree Saturday 20th December 11am Calling all children! 
Join us a�er Lego for a Christmas story and some Christmas songs around the 
Christmas Tree.All the family can join in
Winter Wonderland Monday 22nd December 10.30-12 
Join the fun and create some Christmas cra�s 
Lego Club Create your own LEGO masterpieces and display them in the library 
for your family and friends to see FREE Every Saturday 9.30-10.30am 
Rhymes and Stories FREE Every Monday (s�ll Rhyme�me but with a li�le story 
on top).  9.30am-10am (open at 9.30 for Rhyme�me only).
Rhyme�me FREE every Friday 9.30am-10am (open at 9.30 for Rhyme�me 
only).

FOR ADULTS:
“Have You Read…?”  A book group for everyone Friday 5th December 2pm 
Come and enjoy a reading group with a difference! No set novel to read. Just 
drop in for an hour for refreshments and a chat
Computer Support 1-1 Book a session with our computer volunteer for IT and 
digital support Every Thursday 10am, 11am, 12pm

January 2026 in Thornbury Library 
HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Lego Club Create your own LEGO masterpieces and display them in the library 
for your family and friends to see FREE Every Saturday 9.30-10.30am. 
NEW – Rhymes and Stories FREE Every Monday (s�ll Rhyme�me but with a 
li�le story on top12)  9.30am-10am (open at 9.30 for Rhyme�me only).
Rhyme�me FREE every Friday 9.30am-10am (open 9.30 for Rhyme�me only)

FOR ADULTS:
Red Herrings – The Silver Songbird Mystery Saturday 17th January 2pm
A murder mystery where it’s up to you to solve the crime. Tickets £5 from the 
library or sglibraries.eventbrite.com.  (Ticket price including refreshments)
“Have You Read…?”  A book group for everyone Friday 9th January 2pm
Come and enjoy a reading group with a difference!
No set novel to read. Just drop in for an hour for refreshments and a chat
Computer Support 1-1 Book a session with our computer volunteer for IT and 
digital support.  Every Thursday 10am, 11am, 12pm

STAFFED TIMES
Mon, Wed, Thurs & Fri 10-5, Sat 
9.30-12.30
Rhymetime 9.30-10 (Monday and 
Friday) special opening time for 
this event only.

OPEN ACCESS (Unstaffed hours)
8.00am – 7.30pm Everyday.
Induction essential
Please note A 15-minute lapse will 
occur between staff closing time 
and Open Access starting



Window and Gutter 
Cleaning

Gutter Cleaning & Repair
Fascia & Soffit Cleaning

Conservatory Roof
Solar Panel Cleaning

Power Washing

M: 07590 201264
T:  01454 436162Gleaming

Insurance

LOCAL HALLS FOR HIRE

ALVESTON YOUTH CENTRE - Amy 
Clayton 07875 385864 
Alvestonyouthcentre@gmail.com

JUBILEE HALL - Alice Keehn 
jubileehallbookings@gmail.com

ST HELEN’S 
CHURCH - Elaine 
Lee 01454 419322

ALVESTON METHODIST CHURCH - 
Peter Jones 412912

     Don’t forget to use those businesses 
which advertise herein and tell them   

that this is where you saw them.


